Title: GRAPHIC ARTS IN PUERTO RICO FROM 1945 TO 1970: A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE AND AESTHETIC ANALYSIS OF SELECTED PRINTS 

Author(s): SOMOZA, MARIA EMILIA 

Degree: PH.D. 

Year: 1984 

Pages: 00478 

Institution: NEW YORK UNIVERSITY; 0146 

Source: DAI, 45, no. 06A, (1984): 1615 

Abstract: The Graphic Arts represent one of the most cultivated expressions in Puerto Rico. Through this technique, the customs and traditions of the Puerto Rican people (their ideas, values, and aesthetic preferences) are faithfully reflected. The purpose of the present research was to study the development of Contemporary Graphic Arts in Puerto Rico and to analyze the aesthetic structure of original prints produced in the Island from 1945 to 1970.

The research includes seven chapters, nine appendixes, color and black and white illustrations of prints, as well as, color slides of selected works. In the first chapter, the subject of this investigation is theoretically considered. The foundations of Puerto Rican culture is the topic of Chapter III. This chapter discussed the physical environment, and the ideological currents and values of Puerto Rican people. A historical panorama of Puerto Rican arts is presented in Chapter III as a background in order to place the study of contemporary graphics in perspective. The study also deals with the antecedents, forerunners and main activities related to the graphic arts on the Island. The workshops organized in Puerto Rico and the major print exhibitions are among the topics discussed in this chapter.

The Puerto Rican printmakers that have worked consistently are identified and supported with biographical data in Chapter V. Representative prints from each of the selected artists are analyzed in next chapter utilizing the methodology designed for this purpose.

The conclusions and recommendations for further studies are the topics discussed in the Chapter Seven. A glossary of terms, and a chronology of the Graphic Arts Exhibitions relevant to Puerto Rico are some of the appendixes included in the present investigation.

The study identifies the techniques and stylistic preferences of the artists, the themes that are most explored, and the constant presence of the aesthetic characteristics that distinguish Puerto Rican graphic arts.
