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Abstract: The purpose of this research was to create a proposal for a center of learning and research in the arts derived from the philosophy of the Ojibwe of Manitoulin Island. This center would promote and perserve cultural activities of living traditions concerned with art in an environment conducive to this goal, where students could continue to learn from the masters of these traditions. As an artist-researcher I participated in tribal rituals of the Ojibwe of Manitoulin Island, over a two year period, in order to determine whether their traditional values and beliefs constitute a philosophy that employs reason and argument in search for truth and knowledge. A central issue for investigation was the question of whether there is an Ojibwe aesthetic. I took a hermeneutic phenomenological approach in order to understand the modalities of interpretation, that were presented to me.

This proposed center was based, in part, on Black Mountain College which was founded in 1933 on the democratic principles of the philosopher and educator John Dewey. Black Mountain encouraged students to be curious, critical and experimental in the pursuit of their education. It concerned itself with putting art at the center of education. It encouraged exploration and experimentation in art. Education at Black Mountain College took place at all times, and not merely in classrooms. Thus the proposed center would combine non-Native educational philosophies, and artistic tenets of the Ojibwe philosophy.

The center's program is designed specifically for college and university art students, interested community members of the nearby reservations, and the small communities on the island. While the curriculum reflects Western thought, the foundation for the curriculum was dervied from the Ojibwe culture's particular system or set of beliefs that constitute their worldview. The center's four-program would offer a BFA and/or B.Ed. degrees, in association with three universities in Ontario Canada: University of Toronto, Laurentian University, and Nipissing University.

