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Abstract: This retrospective participant-observer case study reviewed the School of Art and Design at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York, for the years 1970 to 1980 to identify the changes that took place and to give some insights into the process by which these changes were effected. The broad educational context of the school was studied with an emphasis on the structural aspects of the curriculum, its organization, and the organization of the school.

Other higher education organizational models were outlined and the school was placed in that perspective. The school was studied in a broad historical context, since events of the 1970s were often influenced by earlier decisions or actions.

Long an influential school in professional studio art education, graduates of Pratt are prominent in many fields of the visual arts, from the advertising and design fields to the fine arts. Pratt is an example of an art school which has based its curriculum on a modified Bauhaus model. Many consider the Bauhaus as being the single most important influence on studio art education in the past fifty years. Pratt's curriculum, while based on the Bauhaus model, is not identical with it but solidly grounded in the needs of the professional art and design world.

While most of the descriptive material is concerned specifically with the School of Art and Design at Pratt, the entire organization of Pratt Institute was studied in relation to curriculum changes. In some cases there is a seemingly direct relationship. Some institutional events are noted, including financial emergencies and faculty and student strikes. Aesthetic or stylistic changes in the art world and other external events which have influenced curriculum changes are also considered where appropriate. Pratt's location close to the Soho art galleries and other cultural institutions in New York City have made it very sensitive to events external to the institution.

The study concludes that essentially the curriculum at Pratt did change between 1970 and 1980 and did reflect the changes of the external professional world. Some suggestions for future program modifications are offered.
