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Abstract: This study examines the origins, characteristics, and significance of the traditional art of blacksmithing in Southeastern Nigeria. It investigates the role of blacksmithing in various aspects of the sociocultural, economic and religious life of the people. Their ethno-aesthetic perspective is explored as the study identifies various factors that influence the standard judgement of their traditional art of blacksmithing.

Some of the findings of this study indicate that blacksmithing used to be one of the dominant flourishing art traditions in the communities of Southeastern Nigeria and other societies around the country in the past. However, very little or nothing was known about this unique art tradition by the outside world as a result of their non-literate society and the ill effect of the colonial epoch.

A large extent of this study is focused on Awka, a town where the people are predominantly known for their proficiency and control of blacksmithing in Southeastern Nigeria. Blacksmiths in Awka and other towns in the region are the manufacturers of tools, domestic utensils, agricultural implements, religious artifacts, guns, honorific implements and decorative arts in the society. Some of them who are native doctors are specialists in procedures of divination. They manufacture amulets, diagnose illness, prescribe and manufacture cures.

The study discovered various factors responsible for the declining condition of the traditional art of blacksmithing in Southeastern Nigeria. Some of them include: the modern technological advancement accompanied by the influx of foreign products; mass movement of rural community members to big cities; lack of government support, and the declining interest of youths in the profession. Despite these conditions, the art of blacksmithing still prevails in most rural communities of Southeastern Nigeria. The smith products remain indispensable to the people due to their sociocultural religious, economic and aesthetic significance to the living tradition of the society and their cultural heritage.
