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Abstract: This qualitative dissertation describes Pueblo Indian pottery figures created from the mid-nineteenth century to the present symbolically extended and translated into secular forms of social criticism--a significant component of which is ritual and secular humor. I investigate socio-economic factors influencing prescriptive behavior as a particular group of Pueblo potters created bicultural images--a form of "reverse Otherness" for the market. This concept is not as unusual as it may appear when one recognizes the dualistic social structure of Pueblo culture. So too, figurines have aways been made but within a framework of "sacredness."

By examining the interrelationship between Pueblo culture and pottery, a multi-cultural aesthetic inquiry incorporating the interpretive method of hermeneutics uncovers multiple meanings of figurines while characterizing a Pueblo aesthetic.

My ethnographic research took me to the Pueblos of New Mexico and Arizona to gather first-hand data as a participant-observer. It involved my interviewing Pueblo people as well as particular artists whose work I attempted to interpret. Other methods for gathering information included travel to private and public clay figurine collections, photo documentation, using original archival material as well as an interdisciplinary literature. This approach gives a broad perspective on multiple factors affecting the creation of figurines and opens up a relatively little known area for future study--a characterization of the aesthetics of one particular Pueblo.
