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Abstract: The problem. The purpose of this study was to examine the cultural and historic foundations of Jamaican art, and through the study of six Jamaican New York artists, to discern to what extent these artists work was reflective of Jamaican cultural aesthetics and their New York City experiences. The art history of Jamaica was looked at in order to provide the aesthetic perspective from which Jamaican and Jamaican New York art could be understood. Caribbean migration to New York was looked at also to provide the social/cultural context for the study. General questions asked by this study were: Are there any predominant styles and subject matter? What is the history of Caribbean artistic presence in New York? What are the particular contours of the Caribbean art scene? Does the art scene represent a continuity of Jamaican art traditions? What are the difficulties and rewards of being a Jamaican New York artist?

Methodology. The study employed a variety of research methods including Historical Research, Ethnogaphic Interviewing, Participant Observation, and Aesthetic Inquiry. These various methods were employed to provide information about the history and cultural aesthetics of Jamaica, and the Jamaican New York artists and their work.

Findings. Political and cultural components were identified as significant influences on the development of the visual arts in Jamaica. Jamaican cultural aesthetics was also identified as having, to varying degrees, an influence on the work of the artists in the study. The New York experience also factored into the artwork produced by these artists. The persistance of Jamaican artistic traditions was identified as another important element in the study.
