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Abstract: The creation of Jones Beach State Park on Long Island, New York provides a valuable source for studying the effects of a large scale environmental design on the integrity of a natural environment. Through examining original documents, architectural plans and photographs as well as describing the architecture, landscape and natural features of Jones Beach State Park the creation of Jones Beach State Park and its effect on the environment is described. The creation of Jones Beach involved the practice of aesthetic rigor while ignoring the natural processes that stabilize a barrier island such as Jones Beach. The dominance of aesthetic concerns over ecological factors in the initial design and development of Jones Beach State Park is explored. Although the original design of Jones Beach is found to be largely in aesthetic harmony with the natural environment, its construction caused severe ecological harm.

The environment of Jones Beach both prior to and after development of the park are compared, illuminating the changes in the island's topography and stabilization process. Faults in the design and construction of Jones Beach State Park, such as large breaches in primary dune structures and the dredging of sensitive marshlands, are discussed.

Suggestions for the practice of a more responsible form of environmental design are made. The experience of Jones Beach State Park holds lessons for students of architecture, landscape architecture, ecology and environmental design. Through the study of past projects such as Jones Beach State Park the creators of design projects that affect both natural and human communities may avoid the mistakes of their predecessors.
