The 2010 Long Island Contemporary Arts Examiner Project Summary and Conclusions
Introduction

In the first half of 2010 I wrote more than a hundred articles as Long Island Contemporary Arts Examiner; articles which could remain online until a sunspot, neutron bomb other source of intense microwave radiation (or good sense on the part of an archivist) eliminates them. 
The Examiner is a for-profit online publishing project claiming thirty-thousand or more participants reporting mostly local news which obtains its revenues from advertising. Participants receive nominal compensation, exposure, and a vanity boost. Aside from the vanity boost, I became Long Island Contemporary Arts Examiner hoping to learn more about art on Long Island, to meet people with shared interests and perhaps to get my sedentary self out of the house on some worthwhile art-related missions. Then my car died.
Some months later, with a new old car and on new medication, I had learned more about art on Long Island, made a friend or two and had occasionally left the comfort of home on expeditions that had resulted in the small body of work which, in retrospect, breaks down into several categories.

Summary
Announcements

The largest number of articles naturally consists of announcements of exhibitions and events. Most have come and gone, but articles about two events that at the time of this writing have yet to occur fairly suggest the content of the category.
“The Long Island Fringe Festival,” at The Tilles Center

“Ray Johnson and A Book About Death,” at C.W. Post
It was a pleasure to have met artists, curators, publicists and directors of a wide variety of projects in this connection.
Resources
In addition to articles discussing resources for artists such as deadlines lists, blogs, indices and funding sources, I created and maintained a tool on my website that I named “The Long Island Visual Art Links Directory,” with which one could access by major category the websites I discovered as Examiner.
Long Island visual art links directory
Public

· Museums
· Galleries, Not-for-Profit
· College and University Galleries and venues
· Art Advocacy, Not-for-Profit
· Libraries
Private

· Galleries
· Online Galleries
· Artists Registries
· Art Studios and Ateliers
· Artists 
· Advisors
Information Sources

· General
· Blogs
· Networking
· Grants
· Deadline Lists 
World

· Uncategorized
Artists

It was gratifying to have had the opportunity explore and discuss the work of artists in early and mid-career, and it is something that would be interesting to pursue further in a different context. Where Fernand Botero and Rackstraw Downes have little need of my interest, meeting and corresponding with these artists, and writing about their work has been mutually beneficial:
Robert Carioscia

Megan Sirianni-Brand

Andrew Leipzig

Tom Sanford

Denis Peterson

Jeff Wasson
Barbara Ellmann

Beth Giacummo
The Artists’ Statement

Artists often are obliged to write about their work in formal “artists’ statements.” This is taught in college art programs, recommended by marketing professionals and included in the training programs for “artist-entrepreneurs” such as conducted by the New York Foundation for the Arts. The Examiner project enabled me to engage in a sub-project concerning this interesting conjunction of verbal and visual systems.
Pictures and Words and the Artists’ Statement

The Visual Artist’s Statement: an Intersection of Words and Images

Denis Peterson, Artist’s statement and Exemplary Works

Tom Sanford, Artist’s Statement and Portfolio

Benjamin Edwards, Artist's Statement and Portfolio, May 2010
Paul Tronson Master Bookbinder

Aesthetics

Another personal project attempted to offer readers useful definitions for terms and concepts often misused in the casual, and sometimes not so casual, discussion of art. In another context these observations might have provoked lively discussions, yet here the silence was deafening.
Art is . . . What?

Are We Amusing Ourselves to Death?

Creativity as Usefully Defined for the Current Long Island Discourse on Art

Culture as Usefully Defined for the Current Long Island Discourse on Art

Aesthetics and the Structure of Philosophy in Under 1000 Words

Social and Community Issues

Correspondents raised questions concerning the needs of regional artists, funding and information sources for the arts. I reported on these issues as Examiner and provided Facebook Discussions regarding the issues on the ISALTA Organizations site. Again, the response was profoundly underwhelming,.
Carletoons

An admitted digression from the Examiner mission, I shared a few visual jokes with my readers that I hoped would encourage a smile. Even the NY Times publishes editorial cartoons, so why remain aloof? Recent examples continue to be posted on Facebook.
Conclusions

Having reached the limits of what I felt that I could accomplish with the Examiner project, I stopped producing articles. One correspondent responded, “. . . good. We desperately need publicity coverage on a more aggressive, ongoing fashion. Nothing can be accomplished if the world doesn't even KNOW about it.”
Reporting on the activities of the major institutions was made easy by the work of publicists, volunteers and websites, and there have been good and thoughtful exhibitions brought by the museums, galleries and universities. The private domain is more difficult to characterize, but in my experience only a small fraction of what appears on such walls has been worth seeing. Having made the decision to report only what I considered worthwhile meant observing large amounts of detritus that was never reported. This may be the responsibility of a journalist, to sift the dross to find the gold, but it is a vexation upon the soul, and a reason for limiting an Examiner’s tenure.
Other project ideas that went nowhere included an attempt to engage the SUNY Stony Brook faculty and MFA candidates in art with the column. It might have been interesting to have included them in the study of artists’ statements and with other mutually developed ideas, but this effort was disappointingly unproductive. 
As a result of this project I conclude that Long Island is awash in art; that there is little Long Island sense of art community, but many regional fiefdoms, despite some collaboration, and that the visual art of which I am competent to speak is given almost wholly to the decorative and commercial. While jealously guarding their turf, many groups claim to service “the Long Island Community,” and some don’t hesitate to disregard or insult the efforts of others through ignorance or local chauvinism. There are enough opportunities in the form of walls in galleries, frame stores, bars, restaurants and gift shops to accommodate the vanity of this huge population of amateurs and “wannabees.” Paraphrasing the words of the above correspondent, “You can’t swing a cat on Long Island without hitting an artist.”
In conclusion, I value the experience and acquaintances of six months as Long Island Creative Arts Examiner, and hope that this small body of work has illuminated some of what was worthy at this time and place now that is time for me to attend to other projects.
_______________________________________________________________________

Links:

Long Island Contemporary Arts Examiner

http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/carleton-palmer


Resources

Long Island Visual Art Links Directory http://www.cpalmer.biz/4W/USNYLI/Visual/Links/Long_Island_visual_art_links_Directory.html
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/art-deadlines-list-a-resource-for-artists
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/long-island-visual-art-links-directory-gt-information-sources-gt-blogs
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/pandagraphics-li-arts-info-subscription-completely-free
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/say-everybody-on-long-island-is-on-arts-map-now-what
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/locating-long-island-ny
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/pandagraphics-artists-group-current-activities-summary
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/cuelink-barter-system-generates-first-response
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/cuelink-artists-barter-opportunity-for-artists
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/long-island-creative-arts-control-panel-for-march-16-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/kickstarter-is-a-web-based-funding-platform-for-artists
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/what-is-the-mei-moses-fine-art-index
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/design-a-national-endowment-for-the-arts-art-works-logo\
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/visual-art-control-panel-long-island-v-02

Announcements including calls for arttists
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/the-long-island-fringe-festival-is-on-its-way-to-the-tilles-center-september-24-26
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/fresh-is-off-the-wall-patchogue-arts-council-is-walking-and-parrish-is-building
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/ray-johnson-and-a-book-about-death-open-call-to-artists
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/parrish-art-museum-s-rackstraw-downes-exhibition-events-update
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/bring-your-own-art-to-times-square-an-open-call-to-artists-from-times-square-arts
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/fifth-annual-outsider-art-the-hamptons-opening-reception-tonight-at-galerie-belage
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/rackstraw-downes-onsite-paintings-parrish-art-museum-june-20
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/coming-to-guild-hall-of-east-hampton
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/long-island-fringe-festival-tickets-go-on-sale-june-4
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/long-island-coming-to-the-museums
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/contemporary-currents-group-show-ncma-s-contemporary-gallery-june-5-to-september-12-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/verdi-s-aida-bregenz-festival-s-spectacular-2009-production-to-screen-at-parrish
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/klaus-ottman-discusses-what-is-art-at-the-parrish-may-22-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/nassau-county-museum-of-art-2010-museum-ball-friday-june-11-at-7-pm-at-okeha-castle
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/nassau-county-museum-of-art-spring-crafts-and-fine-art-fair-may-22-and-23
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/fairfield-porter-raw-the-creative-process-of-an-american-master-the-book
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/huntington-arts-council-current-events-april-14-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/huntington-arts-council-current-events-april-14-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/music-dance-food-booze-and-gambling-at-the-parrish-art-museum-saturday-april-17
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/li-arts-council-at-freeport-30th-juried-photography-show-call-for-participation
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/li-arts-council-at-freeport-30th-juried-photography-show-call-for-participation
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/current-events-from-the-east-end-arts-council-april-5-through-12
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/current-events-from-the-east-end-arts-council-april-5-through-12
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/opera-and-ballet-coming-to-the-parrish-digital-cinema-program-beginning-may-2
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/parrish-museum-of-art-launches-a-major-series-of-collection-based-books
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/today-is-international-pillow-fight-day
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/through-different-eyes-show-at-chase-edwards-gallery-opens-today-april-1
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/last-chance-to-bring-your-art-the-long-island-fringe-festival\
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/ncma-tea-and-tour-and-a-walk-on-the-wild-side
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/ncma-tea-and-tour-and-a-walk-on-the-wild-side
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/you-can-still-bring-your-act-to-the-long-island-fringe-festival
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/east-end-arts-council-this-week-the-arts-current-events
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/a-big-li-welcome-to-karl-e-willers-new-director-of-ncma
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/metamorphoses-rona-pondick-at-ncma-march-13-through-may-23
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/art-biennials-2010-are-everywhere
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/last-chance-to-bring-your-act-to-the-long-island-fringe-festival
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/last-chance-to-bring-your-act-to-the-long-island-fringe-festival
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/parrish-fridays-at-noon-programs-to-focus-on-alex-katz-and-fairfield-porter-beginning-march-12-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/fernando-botero-exhibition-at-nassau-county-museum-of-art-march-13-may-23-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/mark-borghi-fine-art-will-be-at-the-new-york-armory-show
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/fotofoto-gallery-huntington-shows-seascapes-and-remnants
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/miro-dubuffet-basquiat-at-nassau-county-museum-of-art-march-13
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/the-great-and-terrible-armory-show-2010-gallery-tour-a
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/get-ready-to-march-fourth-for-art
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/alex-katz-at-the-parrish-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/through-different-eyes-show-at-chase-edwards-gallery-opens-today-april-1
Artists

http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/digital-art-of-andrew-leipzig
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/tom-sanford-ryan-schneider-and-the-big-picture-show
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/the-art-and-craft-of-jeff-wasson-armorer-by-paul-schiller
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/denis-peterson-artist-s-statement-and-exemplary-works
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/long-island-visual-art-links-directory-gt-information-sources-gt-blogs
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/tom-sanford-artist-s-statement-and-portfolio-may-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/nassau-county-museum-of-art-spring-crafts-and-fine-art-fair-may-22-and-23
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/megan-sirianni-brand-exhibition-le-voyage-may-8th-6-9pm-chase-edwards-gallery
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/did-you-miss-barbara-ellmann-s-show-of-encaustic-painting-at-adelphi-university
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/fairfield-porter-raw-the-creative-process-of-an-american-master-the-book
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/creative-about-procreative-beth-giacummo-glass-artist-refracts-and-reflects
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/thomas-koole-the-poetics-of-material-installation-at-anthony-giordano-gallery
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/paul-tronson-master-bookbinder
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/robert-carioscia-completes-major-suite-of-paintings

The Artists’ Statement

http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/pictures-and-words-and-the-artist-s-statement
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/denis-peterson-artist-s-statement-and-exemplary-works
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/long-island-visual-art-links-directory-gt-information-sources-gt-blogs
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/tom-sanford-artist-s-statement-and-portfolio-may-2010
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/the-visual-artist-s-statement-an-intersection-of-words-and-images

Aesthetics

http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/art-is-what
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/are-we-amusing-ourselves-to-death
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/creativity-as-usefully-defined-for-the-current-long-island-discourse-on-art
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/culture-as-usefully-defined-for-the-current-long-island-discourse-on-art
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/aesthetics-and-the-structure-of-philosophy-under-1-000-words-1
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/creativity-as-usefully-defined-for-the-current-long-island-discourse-on-art

Social Issues

http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/your-money-or-your-art
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/li-artworks-to-benefit-the-national-wildlife-federation-gulf-emergency
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/glenn-beck-attacks-long-island-artist
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/li-artworks-to-benefit-the-national-wildlife-federation-gulf-emergency

Community Issues

http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/ny-state-governor-david-paterson-proposes-a-40-cut-to-nysca-local-assistance
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/you-can-work-at-the-jewel-nassau-county-s-crown-volunteer-at-ncma\
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/five-questions-posed-by-some-long-island-artists

Art Education

http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/extraordinary-educational-programs-at-li-art-museums
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/li-artworks-to-benefit-the-national-wildlife-federation-gulf-emergency
Carletoons

http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/carletoons-l-homme
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/carletoons-delivered-even-unto-hell
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/carletoons-l-homme
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/carletoons-energizing-the-base
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/carletoons-is-there-a-sound
http://www.examiner.com/contemporary-arts-in-long-island/carletoons-conflict-resolution
ISALTA
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?react=1283084366%3Ac0a36d8459ab37fc822a1071bb0ffbc4#!/group.php?gid=10414888142&ref=ts
Facebook Carletoons

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?react=1283084366%3Ac0a36d8459ab37fc822a1071bb0ffbc4#!/album.php?aid=72924&id=1187846065
http://www.cpalmer.biz/ISALTAresearchjournal/0002/002.html
